
Veribest High School 
Biology Course Syllabus 

 

Teacher: Ms. Julie Jensen Phone: 325-655-2851 
e-mail:  julie.jensen@veribestisd.net  Conference: 11:35-12:20 
Class: Biology (9th grade)   

 
The Veribest Independent School District, as a safe and enjoyable center of learning, will provide 
for each child an education to reach his/her full potential through the interactive involvement of 
students, parents, staff, and community members. A positive, innovative learning environment develops self-worth, 
self-discipline, and Godliness, which motivate our students to become productive citizens in an ever-changing 
society. 
 

Materials: You will be provided with a textbook for this course.  Please keep a book cover on your textbook.  
Please treat your text book with care; it is school property and is being loaned to you.   You will also have 
access to an online version of the textbook. 
 

We will be using: 
Google Classroom: Class code for 4th period is ekpwg5r; the class code for 7th period is yvpmxx 
Texas Glencoe Biology Student Edition 
Companion website: connected.mcgraw-hill.com (2019 redemption code: EO3E-Q965-XB9Q) 
 
Your login id: ________________________________________ Your password: __________________________________ 
 

In addition, you will need a composition notebook, colored pencils, pencils, pens (black or blue), highlighters, block 
erasers, notebook paper, liquid glue, tissue, 2 poster boards, and index cards.  You can also have white out, a good 
pair of paper scissors, 28 decorative library pockets for your fold-a-lope, scrapbook paper to decorate your journal, 
and other materials to decorate your journal. Throughout the year, you may have to purchase additional materials 
for projects.  I will take into consideration the cost of materials when planning projects. 
 

Course description: As defined by the Texas Education Agency (TEA) and the Texas Essential Skills and 
Knowledge (TEKS): 

In Biology, students conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific methods during investigations, and 
make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving. Students in Biology study a variety of 
topics that include: structures and functions of cells and viruses; growth and development of organisms; cells, tissues, 
and organs; nucleic acids and genetics; biological evolution; taxonomy; metabolism and energy transfers in living 
organisms; living systems; homeostasis; and ecosystems and the environment. 
 

Course objectives: The course objectives are also defined by the TEKS.  Here is a brief overview. This year 
TEA is streamlining the Science TEKS.  Here is the link to the changes: 
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=51539613344   

1. To demonstrate safe, environmentally appropriate, and practices in the laboratory and field.  
2. To use scientific methods and equipment during laboratory and field investigations, including knowing the nature of 

science, the definitions of hypothesis and theory, and to plan, analyze, and communicate scientific investigations. 
3. To use critical thinking, scientific reasoning, and problem solving to make informed decisions within and outside the 

classroom. 
4. To understand that cells are the basic structures of all living things with specialized parts that perform specific 

functions and that viruses are different from cells.  
5. To describe and examine how an organism grows and the importance of cell differentiation.  
6. To explain the mechanisms of genetics, including the role of nucleic acids and the principles of Mendelian Genetics 

and non-Mendelian Genetics.  
7. To analyze evolutionary theory as a scientific explanation for the unity and diversity of life.  
8. To understand that taxonomy is a branching classification based on the shared characteristics of organisms and 

can change as new discoveries are made, being able to categorize organisms using a hierarchical classification 
system and compare characteristics of taxonomic groups. 

9. To analyze and evaluate the significance of various molecules involved in metabolic processes and energy.  
10. To describe that biological systems are composed of multiple levels.  
11. To describe that biological systems work to achieve and maintain balance.  
12. To recognize that interdependence and interactions occur within an environmental system. 

 

https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/manageContent.do?masterCode=XZWQSX2VE9SLWGK7
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=51539613344


Grading procedures: You will receive a minimum of 2 grades per week totaling 12 grades for each 6 week 
grading period.  Report cards with your grades will be issued once every 6 weeks.  Your 6-week grade will be 
determined by a combination of tests (50%) and daily grades (50%).  You will also have the opportunity to 
earn bonus points and extra credit though out the year.  Please take advantage of these because I will not 
bump your grade up otherwise. 
 

% and Letter Grade Achievement level 
90-100% A Outstanding Achievement 
80-89% B Above Average Achievement 
70-79% C Average Achievement 
Below 70% D Unsatisfactory Achievement 

 

***It’s important that you know that grades are simply a way for me to assess how well you understand the 
material.    They don’t reflect how “smart” you are, but they will help me to realize where we need to work and 
what you have mastered.  When you get any graded assignment back, it will likely have comments written on 
it.  Don’t let them scare you!  Some may say, “Great job!” or explain how to improve your answer.  Whether 
they look “good” or “bad”, they are all meant to help you improve your performance on the next assignment.  
If you ever have a concern over a grade, come talk to me during Falcon Period.  I’ll be happy to discuss your 
assignments with you, your parent(s)/guardian(s), or both! 

 

 
 

Semester/Final Exam Exemptions 

If you meet the criteria to the right, as well as not 
instances of ISS or DAEP for the semester, you will be 
exempt from taking your final exam.  You may choose to 
take it to improve a B to an A if you’d like, but if it 
lowers your grade, I will enter it as “exempted”. 

 

Homework policy: Your homework is due when class begins. 
When you come in, turn your homework in immediately.  It is 
considered late, after the bell rings, even if it’s just a second.  If 
your homework is not complete, you may turn in your homework 
up to 2 schooldays later, but there is a penalty (see table to the 
right). You should fill out a purple slip even if you plan to turn in 
your homework late.  I will not return graded work until all 
homework is turned in or 2 days after the due date. 
 

How Late? Deduction 
On time 0 points 

1 min-1 day late 10 points 
>1 day-2 days late 25 points 

If you have trouble doing your 
homework, please come talk to me 

during Falcon Period before it is due.  
I will help you! 

You can earn homework extension passes that allow you an extension of one day, without penalty, on the due date 
of any homework that is not a final project. A HWP does not mean that you can have more than the 2 days, it just 
means you will not be penalized.  A maximum of 2 extensions can be used on the same assignment. You’ll simply 
need to staple a valid HWP to a purple slip to use it.  If you have any unused homework extension passes at the end 
of the year, you may turn them in for hints or bonus points on your final. 
 

Make-up policy:  If you are absent, your make up work will be in your folder the next class period unless it 
was picked up by a parent/guardian.  You have 1 day to complete and return the missed classwork, unless 

Semester 
Averages Days Absent 

95+ No more than 3 excused absences 
90+ No more than 2 excused absences 
85+ No more than 1 excused absence 
80+ 0 absences 



we settle on a different date. It is your responsibility to turn in your makeup work.  If you do not turn in your 
homework by the due date, you will receive a zero. 
 

Corrections & Retesting: In accordance with grading guidelines, a student who meets the criteria detailed in 
the grading guidelines will be given a reasonable opportunity to redo an assignment or retake a test for which 
the student received a failing grade, if a reasonable attempt was made to complete the assignment.  

• Assignments— If a student fails an assignment, they may correct the portion attempted to earn up to 
a 70.  If the student turned in an incomplete assignment, they should finish the assignment for 
content mastery, but will only receive credit for the portions originally attempted.  In the event that a 
student did not attempt to do the assignment, they cannot turn in corrections for credit. 

• Tests—Preparation for taking a test is essential for any student’s success! Content mastery is the 
ultimate goal.  With this in mind, any student may retest regardless of the original test grade.  
Students will have two days from the time electronic tests are released in Google Classroom or paper 
tests returned to fill out a Request to Retest form, signed by both the student and a parent/guardian.  
Test corrections must be completed during Falcon Period before the scheduled retest date, which is 5 
days after the tests are returned, unless other arrangements are made.  Students will take an entire 
retest similar, but different than the original test.  The student must take the grade on the retest, 
even if it’s lower than the original grade. 
Test Correction Procedures:  

− For missed vocabulary, complete a Frayer model for each word with the definition, 
facts/characteristics, examples (or illustration if applicable), and used in an example. 

− For non-vocabulary questions, copy the question, provide the correct answer, and why the correct 
answer is correct. Include where you found the correct answer and the page number or assignment 
title; you may use your text book, journal, returned papers, or Fold-A-Lope. You may not use the 
internet for this. If you’re stuck, I’ll help during FP and initial it. 

− For math-type problems, you must show the formula, the variables, all of your work, have the answer 
in the correct number of significant figures, and include the units. 

− For illustrations, you should sketch the illustration and label appropriately if required. 
− Late test corrections are not accepted, unless other arrangements are made in advance.  
− If you receive a 0 on a test for communicating while a test is being administered or plagiarism, you 

will not be allowed to correct and retest.   
• Lab work or Practical Exams—It may not be feasible for a student to redo a lab or practical exam on 

which they made a failing grade.  In these circumstances, an alternate assignment should be 
arranged with Ms. Jensen. 

• ADI (Argument Driven Inquiry)—ADI’s are a form of problem-based learning in which students 
design an investigation, complete it, write a paper, critique each other’s papers, make revisions, and 
turn in a final draft.  The draft submitted for peer review will be treated as the original test grade, and 
the final draft as the corrected test. 

 

Tardy policy: Students at VISD are expected to show up for class on time. Students who do not have written 
permission to be late for class will receive a tardy.  

 

Classroom guidelines: You will receive a copy of the class guidelines with explanations and consequences of 
not following the guidelines.  Here is the summary.  

1. Be Respectful to yourself, your classmates, and your teacher 
2. Be safe. 
3. Arrive on time, prepared, and ready to participate. 

 
Cell phone policy: When you arrive to class, please place your cell phone in the appropriate spot in the cell 

phone holder.  If we will be using cell phones for any approved reason, I will let you know.  If you fail to 
put your cell phone in the holder and you are caught with it out, even if it falls out of your pocket or 
you’re checking the time, I will take up your phone.  If it is an emergency, and you need to use your 
phone, ask me—I can be very understanding. 

 

Communication: You and your parents are encouraged to contact me by phone or email, or set up a time to 
come by during my conference period. 
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